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Canadian Katherine Brunskill (left)
and U.S. Makayla Deshazor, Saluta-
torians for the AFNorth Interna-
tional High School Class of 2008,
welcome dignitaries to the cer-
emony under the lens of a televi-
sion crew who broadcast a profes-
sional podcast of the entire cer-
emony to deployed Family Members
via the Internet.

Commander’s Corner

Col. James P. Drago
USAG Benelux Commander

In last month’s edition of the Benelux EDGE, we
wrote about the success of the Army Family Cov-
enant introduced earlier this year. Army-wide, the
covenant infused more than $1.4 billion in FY08 to
improve the quality of life for Army Families.

Within the U.S. Army Garrison Benelux, cov-
enant dollars helped increase Army Community
Services staffing and services while funding such
important programs as the Warrior Transition Unit,
the Soldier and Family Assistance Center and the
Mobilization and Deployment Program.

At Chièvres GarrisonAt Chièvres GarrisonAt Chièvres GarrisonAt Chièvres GarrisonAt Chièvres Garrison, covenant funding was
used to contract a Sexual Assault/Family Response
coordinator and a 24/7 hotline telephone number
for victim advocacy services.

In USAG BrusselsIn USAG BrusselsIn USAG BrusselsIn USAG BrusselsIn USAG Brussels, covenant funding helped
provide child care for its working families, and com-
puter lab and homework assistance – creating a
quality learning environment for youth receiving
Child and Youth Services after-school services.

In USAG SchinnenIn USAG SchinnenIn USAG SchinnenIn USAG SchinnenIn USAG Schinnen, covenant dollars sup-
ported the SKIES program (School of Knowledge,
Inspiration, Exploration and Skill), it funded Fam-
ily Readiness Group activities and saved Families
money by waiving registration fees.

The Army Family Covenant was great for the
Army Family.

Soon, we will be celebrating the signing of the
Army Community Covenant – a new promise from
our Army leaders designed to develop and foster
effective community partnerships with the Army in
improving the quality of life for Soldiers and their
Families, both at their current duty stations and as
they transfer from assignment to assignment.

The Army Community Covenant is tailored at
the local level to recognize the strength of Army Sol-
diers and their Families and the support of their
local community.

The Army Community Covenant emphasizes the
following:

Support those who serve
 Anytown, Anywhere.
Together, we are committed to building strong

communities.
We, the Community, recognize...

 The commitment Soldiers and their Families
are making every day.

 The strength of Soldiers comes from the
strength of their Families.

 The strength of Families is supported by the
strength of the Community.

 The strength of the Community comes from
the support of Employers, Educators, Civic and
Business leaders, and its Citizens.

We, the Community, are committed to...
 Building partnerships that support the

strength, resilience, and readiness of Soldiers
and their Families.

 Assisting in the implementation of the Army
Family Covenant.

Here in the Benelux, we take every opportunity
to cultivate our partnerships with our local commu-
nity partners. We do this through regular meetings
with our mayors, participation in community cer-
emonies and wreath layings, and joint-social events.
As we adapt the Army Community Covenant initia-
tive to the USAG Benelux communities, we do so
recognizing just how important these communities

are in providing quality of services to our installa-
tions! Some other examples:

We have build-to-lease units being constructed
in some of our communities. This initiative will not
only improve potential housing prospects in the fu-
ture, but will make our servicemembers feel more
comfortable in their communities.

We currently have American Family Team Build-
ing and the American Family Action Plan programs
teaming together so everyone’s voice is heard.

Through education and training, we empower
Families, our workforce and our communities.

We have Employment Readiness Programs avail-
able working closely with the Civilian Personnel Ad-
visory Center to provide a full range of services to
Family members in their job search and career de-
velopment.

We have the Spouses-to-Teachers – a Depart-
ment of Defense project designed to assist military
spouses become public school teachers
(www.spousestoteachers.com).

We have USA Cares, a worldwide non-profit
organization serving servicemembers of all ranks
and branches and their Families with direction and
advice along with grant assistance for quality of life
issues caused by military service (www.usacares.org).

We have a new interstate compact between the
Council of State Governments and the Department
of Defense Office of Personnel and Readiness that
addresses the educational transition issues of chil-
dren of military Families. The compact addresses
key issues such as eligibility, enrollment, placement
and graduation requirements. (www.csg.org).

We have Military Spouse Unemployment Com-
pensation – a partnership of 21 states who provide
unemployment compensation to spouses who leave
employment because of a military move. (www.usa4
military families.dod.mil).

We continue to partner with our international
organizations, inter-agency, and inter-service com-
munities and organizations to build strong USAG
Benelux communities.

Through focused education and training we are
building three Army Communities of Excellence
through partnerships and trust.

Benelux CommunitiesBenelux CommunitiesBenelux CommunitiesBenelux CommunitiesBenelux Communities

ICE FeedbackICE FeedbackICE FeedbackICE FeedbackICE Feedback

Remember ICE ICE ICE ICE ICE is not just a way
to cool down; it is a way to have
your voice heard and action taken
to improve services to our commu-
nities.

DoD implemented the Interac-Interac-Interac-Interac-Interac-
tive Customer Evaluationtive Customer Evaluationtive Customer Evaluationtive Customer Evaluationtive Customer Evaluation
(ICE) web-site to provide one more
way for you to have to say about
the services you receive.

We want to know the good, the
bad, and the in-between.  By utiliz-
ing ICE you help to keep services
on track or help get services back
on track.  Your experience andYour experience andYour experience andYour experience andYour experience and
comments are important!comments are important!comments are important!comments are important!comments are important!
Comments are not only important
but necessary for service provid-
ers to know and understand your
expectations and experiences.

How does it work?How does it work?How does it work?How does it work?How does it work?
Simply go to the USAG Benelux

community homepage, http://
www.usag benelux.eur.army.mil,
click on ICE ICE ICE ICE ICE (upper right corner),
and select the service you want to
comment on.  There is a short sur-
vey about the service and then a
comment field for you to tell your
story or ask a question.

ICE is anonymous unless you
want to leave your contact informa-
tion and have a service provider
manager respond directly to you.
The choice is yours.

What service did you useWhat service did you useWhat service did you useWhat service did you useWhat service did you use
today?today?today?today?today?

Let us know your answer at the
ICE site http://ice.disa.mil or link
to it from the USAG Benelux com-
munity homepage, http://www.usag
benelux. eur.army.mil.
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USAG Benelux is a direct reporting garrison to the
Installation Management Command-Europe

You have a voice; VOTE

Mailing guidelines differ from state to state; therefore, we
recommend you check your state’s guidelines by contacting your
UVAO, or by visiting the Army Voting Assistance Program website
at www.vote.army.mil.

It is imperative that you complete and send in your ballot
immediately to ensure it is received by your hometown local election
officials no later than your state’s deadline.  If you are an overseas
voter and have not received your regular absentee ballot 30-45 days
prior to your state’s deadline, you should complete a Federal
Write-in Absentee Ballot (FWAB) and send it to your local election
official.  If you later receive your absentee ballot, you should also
complete and send it in for processing.

The 2008 General Election is quickly approaching, so please
don’t wait until the very last minute to register and or send in your
absentee ballot.
BE SMART.  DO YOUR PART.  VOTE!

REUBEN D. JONES
Brigadier General, USA
The Adjutant General

Benelux Voting Assistance OfficersBenelux Voting Assistance OfficersBenelux Voting Assistance OfficersBenelux Voting Assistance OfficersBenelux Voting Assistance OfficersBenelux Voting Assistance OfficersBenelux Voting Assistance OfficersBenelux Voting Assistance OfficersBenelux Voting Assistance OfficersBenelux Voting Assistance Officers
USAG BeneluxUSAG BeneluxUSAG BeneluxUSAG BeneluxUSAG Benelux - Tim England - 361-5154

- Lt. Col. Daniel Fitzgerald - 361-5890

Chièvres GarrisonChièvres GarrisonChièvres GarrisonChièvres GarrisonChièvres Garrison - Capt. Brandy West - 361-5639

USAG SchinnenUSAG SchinnenUSAG SchinnenUSAG SchinnenUSAG Schinnen- - Ronald Holland - 360-7309
- Robert Bonaparte - 360-7305

USAG Brussels - Capt. Alex Galesi - 368-9697

As the Army’s Senior Service Voting Representative, I strongly
encourage you to participate and cast your vote in the 2008 General
Election.

Voting is the essence of our democracy and one of our most
fundamental Constitutional rights.  Our elected officials have very
important jobs; the good news is, you have a voice in who is elected
to do them...if you vote.

You can exercise your right to vote by completing the Federal
Post Card Application (FPCA Standard Form 76) or complying
with the ballot request procedures enacted by the state in which you
vote.  The FPCA Standard Form 76, or other request, should be
mailed or sent electronically as soon as possible.  You should then
receive your absentee ballot as requested.  The Federal Voting
Assistance Program has been working with the states to allow ballots
to be submitted and received electronically.  Check with your Unit
Voting Assistance Officer for your state requirements.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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Red man suits MPs’
self defense training
By Sarah J. SchmidtBy Sarah J. SchmidtBy Sarah J. SchmidtBy Sarah J. SchmidtBy Sarah J. Schmidt
Schinnen Public Affairs Office

Schinnen’s Military Police just added another man to the force, and this guy is pretty tough.
It’s a new “red man” suit, which allows MPs to practice various self-defense techniques without
risking physical harm to themselves or others.

“We’ve never had a tool like this before,” says Sgt. 1st Class Christopher Pinkerton, the
garrison’s MP operations sergeant., “So this is a big improvement for unarmed self defense
training.”

Made of bright red plastic foam, the suit fastens around an average person’s body with black
Velcro strips. The wearer can then withstand virtually any body blow from arm-to-arm combat
without harm. Schinnen’s MPs practiced with the red man for the first time during exercises
here in May and June. Part of the training included learning how to properly fit the suit to the
wearer and how to move once inside. Every MP took a turn wearing the suit.

“You feel the impact, but not the pain,” explains Pinkerton. “It allows us to practice self-
defense techniques without the risk of hurting someone in training.”

This is important, Pinkerton stresses, because MPs are taught varying degrees of self defense,
but seldom have the opportunity to practice at full force because of the risk for injury.

“It’s like the difference you experience between firing real ammunition with real weapons
versus simulated exercises,” he says. “This is much more realistic, which makes it quite valuable
as a training tool.

“It was very hot and movement was somewhat restricted,” Pinkerton reported, “but it was a big
confidence builder. When you’re wearing it, nothing intimidates you,” he laughed.

In addition to the red man suit, the MPs also underwent self-defense training with one of the
highest ranking black belts in the Netherlands. Dutch Security Guard Costa Manolopoulos
conducted a day-long martial arts training session in June, teaching techniques the MPs can used
on the job. Manolopoulos, who holds a fifth-degree black belt, serves as a security guard at the
front gate.

The guards are contracted through the Dutch Ministry of Defense to provide security for the
garrison, but Manolopoulos’ expertise provides an additional resource for the MPs. “We are
fortunate to have someone like him here,” Pinkerton said. “He brings an incredible level of skill
and insight to the training. It’s also helpful for our MPs to experience this training from the
Dutch perspective, since international interaction is a big part of our job here.”

(Left) Dutch Security Guard Costa Manolopoulos instructs Military Police in martial arts techniques
during self-defense training held at Schinnen last month. With years of experience, Manolopoulos
brought a high level of skill to the training, plus gave MPs unique insights from the Dutch security
perspective. (Above) Sgt. Gerold Westley takes a swing at Sgt. Sean Kolar wearing the new “red man”
suit during training exercises. The MPs took turns in the suit - which is made of thick foam. The suit
allows the wearer to withstand blunt force without harm.P
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USAG Benelux Public Affairs Office
One hundred and seventy-five Benelux High

School seniors representing 18 different coun-
tries marched to Pomp and Circumstance dur-
ing graduation ceremonies last month at
AFNorth International School, Brussels
American School, and SHAPE High School.

The schools have graduates representing 18
different countries.

Sixty seven AFNorth seniors donned their
cap and gowns June 13th for their graduation
ceremony held inside Hanger 2 at NATO Air
Base in Geilenkirchen, Germany.

The tri-border community celebrated as
graduates from seven nations received their
diploma center stage and under the lens of
television cameras that broadcast the entire
ceremony via satellite to enable deployed fam-
ily members watch their graduate over an
Internet podcast.

Brussels graduated 19 seniors. Their cer-
emony was held on June 6th in downtown Brus-
sels in the city’s “Hôtel de Ville” [City Hall].

Over 80 SHAPE seniors marched down the
isles of the Sainte- Waudru Collegial (circa
1450) on June 12 wearing their traditional green
and gold. Three students graduated earlier in
this year.

Other American students graduated from
host nation or other international schools in
the area as well.

Constance Ennix, a retired Department of
Defense assistant principal provided the com-
mencement address at AFNorth - highlighting
their success by the class receiving over $1 mil-
lion in scholarships.

SHAPE High School has nearly 80 percent

AFNorth...Brussels...SHAPE
High school graduates represent 18 nations

PHOTO: Tom Budzyna

Students from six nations celebrate their graduation from AFNorth International High School, Brunssum, Netherlands in a ceremony at the NATO
Air Base In Geilenkirchen, Germany, June 13, 2008. Graduates in the ceremony represented the Nations of Canada, Estonia, Germany, Netherlands,
Norway, Turkey and the United States. The founding nations of the school are Canada, Germany, the United Kingdom and the United States.

of its graduating seniors college bound.
At Geilenkirchen’s NATO Air Base,

AFNorth’s graduates and their families took
in stride the sound of roaring engines from
NATO AWACS jets that continued to per-
form the alliance’s collective security mission,
the graduates marked the end of what some
parents described as culmination of an entire
lifetime for our children and a fleeting moment
in a parent’s lifetime.

The 39th Signal Battalion, headquartered
in Chièvres, Belgium, enabled the community
to provide a Europe-wide podcast, or “grad
cast”, so deployed parents could share the mo-
ment live.

The battalion provides strategic signal sup-

port, Information Management Area, and
reach back support throughout the Battalion’s
area of responsibility; which includes Belgium,
the Netherlands, Luxembourg, the United
Kingdom, and Northern Germany.

The AFNorth International High School cer-
emony made the podcast more personal by
allowing each graduate to stand center stage
while officials read a surprise message written
by their parents, congratulating their gradua-
tion and wishing their graduate well as they
embark on a new chapter of their lives.

Editor’s Note: Editor’s Note: Editor’s Note: Editor’s Note: Editor’s Note: Public Affairs offices and/
or school liaison officers from Chièvres Gar-
rison, USAG Brussels, USAG Schinnen pro-
vided information.

PHOTO: Thad Moyseowicz

The Brussels American School Class of 2008 graduated June 6 at a ceremony held in downtown
Brussels in the city’s “Hôtel de Ville” - the city’s Town Hall has been the traditional venue for BAS
graduations, as they head out to make their mark in the world from the “capital of Europe.”
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Benelux Class of 2008
AFNorthAFNorthAFNorthAFNorthAFNorth

International School

Andrew Banda
Marina Bauer
Kristina Bland
Nathan Bonkowski
Haley Brady
Britanie Breault
Katherine Brunskill*
Nicholus Burgess
Anastasia Cale
Isaac Chapa
Ian Constantineau
Desiree Crotty
Chad Cunningham
Makayla Deshazor**
Spencer Ellis
Kaan Ercan
Natasha Fitting
Kathleen Fitzpatrick
Katrina Gamueda-Smith
Eric Gates
Rachelle Geilen
Dexter Griffi n
Ashlea Higgins
Konner Higgins
Kristopher Higgins
Chelsea Holt
Allar Hoppe
Isaac Horton
Matthew Hyland
Nicholus Johnson
McKenzie Johnston
Shafeqah Jones
Tyler Klemm
Justin Lammert
Lydia Lavigne
Sebastian Lehmann
Amber Lloyd
Shaylene
MacDonald-Johnson
Dlorah Martin
Clifford McCarthy
Jordan McCleland
Tara Meier
Seth Meitzner
Joleen Nunez
Kiara Nunn
Andrew O’Brien
Haakon Omsted
Robin Pepin
Joshua Perez
Kevin Peters
Scarlet Quinn
Alexander Reynolds
Colin Robinson
Alexia Roy
Marit Sandstad
Hannes Schorn
Melanie Seitz
Stephanie Shoesmith
Justin Spencer
Melissa Stanley
John Telega

Andrea Havlistova
Jonathan K. Hopkins
Zachary E. Howe
Elsen Hoxhalli
Sevde Ilhan
Destiny Q. Ingram
Jasmine C. Jackson
Valerie M. Jackson
Sarah Johnson
Bartosz Kaczynski
Ioannis Kampourakis
Kami R. Kappenman
Krystian Karasek
Daniil Kavoulakos
Alper Kaymaz
Michael S. Konidaris
Boban Krstev
Piotr Kwiecien
Sergio Legaz Ruiz
Erin M. Leyba
Terrence Lomax
Trevor Lomax
Luke Lumsden
Marisa Y. Lyons
Christina Maragoudaki
Pablo Martinez
Joseph R. McGee
Panagiota E. Michalopoulou
Sierra M. Miles
James A. Murtha
Mary E. Murtha
Roxana Mustatea
Faith A. Nelson
Christopher Newman
Jeanette M. Nielsen
Carlos M. Notarianni
David R. Novak
Noemi Otero
Dogu Ozdemir
Oscar Perez De Aguado
Agata Radziemska
Ann-Marie L. Roa
Valentina Romano
Tanya E. Sanchez
Ioakeim Sapantzoglou
Katelyn R. Schrader
Jasmine P. Senior***
Dionyssia Sergentani
Albina Sharra
Justine Shelton
Cecily A. Smith
Anna A. Steinhoff
Marlena Szwagrzyk
Lilla Vicai
Linn J. Vika
Andrew J. Walsh
* Canadian Salutatorian
** U.S. Salutatorian
*** U.S. Valedictorian

Pierre-Luc Tetu
Christopher Tobiere
Emma Vantine
Chris Walchel
Gregory Warren
Kaeli West

BrusselsBrusselsBrusselsBrusselsBrussels
American School

Nicolas Joseph Bottesini
Brian Jonathan Desroches
Brianna Grace Fitch***
Jaloliddin Gadoev
Marina Gomar
Ethan J. Hennes
Stephen L. Herway
Jennifer Marie Holloway
Anneka Lynn Jankowiak
Elizabeth A. McVicker
Gediminas Navikas
Caitlin Rebecca Quinn
Michael Alan Roop
James Leo Russell
Allysen Rene Sipes
Hanta Victoria Thomas
Bojan Trajkov
Katherine Anne Van Maldghem
Rea Zaimi***

SHAPESHAPESHAPESHAPESHAPE
High School

Arda Akkaya
Vytautas Andrusaitis
Dominique Anduaga-Arias
Nicoletta Angelopoulou
William H. Bass
Shantea Battle
Sean P. Beckman
Shakita T. Black
Agnieszka Blonka
Elizabeth A. Botkin
Anna Bouzou
Ian Brewer
Emily A. Brown***
Jordan R. Brown
Ellyce M. Bushong
Roberto Busquier
Atakan Caner
Angul T. Castro
Michael Clampitt
Daniele Coccia
Maria Crespo Ortiz
Anna Maria Dara
Joshua DeWitt
Michael W. Ferrera
Georgios Filippidis
John J. Fitzgerald
Shara N. Fowler
Pablo Gonzalez-Aller
Abigail L. Griffi th
Natalia Grucova
Natasha J Hauber

International Year of Languages
International Year of Planet Earth
International Year of the Potato
International Year of Sanitation
European Year of Intercultural Dialogue
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By J.D. HardestyBy J.D. HardestyBy J.D. HardestyBy J.D. HardestyBy J.D. Hardesty
Benelux EDGE Editor
CASTEAU, Belgium - Everyone participating
in the SHAPE 2008 Make-A-Wish Foundation
24-hour Run/Walk May 30-31, became a
record-setting track star as nearly 3,000 unoffi-
cial runners and walkers combined to travel
30,306 laps, equivalent to more than 7,576 miles
or 12,122 kilometers - the largest since its 2004
inaugural event.

On a rather cool, damp, drizzly afternoon,
SHAPE’s international community joined
forces to collect donations and make a few
dreams come true for children facing life-threat-
ening medical conditions.

They also purchased over 2,675 Make-A-
Wish T-shirts. While tallying the profit has yet
to be complete for this year’s event, the 2007
Make-A-Wish “donated €28,000 after ex-
penses,” said Gian Piero Di Giuseppe, SHAPE
Athletic superintendent.

With last year’s funds, 11 wishes were granted
in four countries - Italy, Greece, Belgium and
Denmark. One wish was from Alison who
wanted to ride a horse. The Make-A-Wish
Foundation granted Alison’s wish with the help
of the SHAPE community. She was sent to live
on a ranch for a week where she lived with horses
and achieved her dream.

“It is great to see so many people join in
around the track and spend time as a commu-
nity,” said Di Giuseppe, who became SHAPE
Athletic superintendent in September 2006.

The SHAPE community truly comes out in
for to support the foundation.

Overall, 60 teams representing 21 different
countries participated in the event. Several or-
ganizations ran and walked under  the SHAPE
banner. Members from the SHAPE Dental and
Healthcare facilities to the SACEUR Flight De-
tachment to the SHAPE High School and the
SHAPE Rugby Club - 19 organizations is all,
represented SHAPE -  the most of any group.

The United States had 10 teams participate
as the Navy, Air Force and Army elements were
joined by U.S. Army Garrison Benelux, 309th
Airlift Squadron, 39th Signal Battalion, Boy
Scouts and several other American teams.

England created four teams and Canada and
Belgium three each as 16 other NATO mem-
ber or Partnership for Peace countries placed
teams into the event.

With all of those runners and walkers tra-
versing the track for 24 hours, logistics were put
in place to support all of those people helping
to raise money for the event.

There was music and moose milk, fish-n-
chips, a bacon butties breakfast, all night mov-
ies, Italian tiramisu a German beer garden, duck
tank and American hot dogs and hamburgers.

2008 Make A Wish
21 nations join forces, help grant wishes

PHOTOS: J.D. Hardesty

Tigger (No. 41) passes a young Viking during SHAPE’s 2008 Make-A-Wish Run/Walk May 30. The 24-
hour event raised donations to grant wishes for children with life-threatening illnesses.
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2008 Make A Wish
SHAPE’s International community cares

The 2008 SHAPE Make-A-Wish Run/Walk participants kickoff the 24-hour event where 60 teams from 21 countries will traverse the track to raise money
to grant wishes for children with life-threatening illnesses. Sixteen SHAPE member and Partnership for Peace countries combined to fill 16 teams.

According to Steve Richardson, also with SHAPE
athletics, “this year’s event was made special by the run-
ners and walkers that constantly filled the track, even in
the middle of the night.

“During the final 30 minutes of the event, the track
exploded with participants from all nations,” he said. “

In the near future, this was the last SHAPE Make-A-
Wish for Di Giuseppe, the Italian sailor left June 11 to
serve as an assistant coach for the Italian Mens Olym-
pic Kayak team.

Di Giuseppe has helped train Italian Kayak teams
on the world stage for more than 15 years.

Since it was founded in 1980, the Make-A-Wish
Foundation has enriched the lives of 161,000 children
worldwide with life-threatening medical conditions
through its wish-granting work.

The foundation was founded in 1980 after a little
boy named Chris Greicius realized his heartfelt wish
to become a police officer.

Di Giuseppe explained that not all of the wishes are
expensive. Some are rather simple.

Wishes that have been filled by the foundation re-
cently include:

 Juliana, 7, who became a scientist at Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology.

 Nicolette, 12, who wanted a swimming pool in
her yard.

 Markell, 7, who just wished to ride a horse.
Some want to swim with dolphins, others just want

to meet Mickey Mouse and his friends.
“This year, organizers are hoping to grant more

wishes.

Above left: One of the Scottish participants made sure that his feet wouldn’t take a pounding
around the track by using a new age stilts to walkabout. Above right: Both Denmark and AFN
Benelux were represented at the SHAPE 2008 Make-A-Wish Foundation Run/Walk. Many of
the participants wore clothing depicting their national heritage. An estimated 3,000 partici-
pants joined in the festivities with the 60 teams traveling 30,3206 laps - the equivalent of 7,576
miles or 12,122 kilometers.
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By Tom BudzynaBy Tom BudzynaBy Tom BudzynaBy Tom BudzynaBy Tom Budzyna
Schinnen Public Affairs Officer

A new fuel ration card for Germany entered
its first phase in June to comply with a request
by the German government and, best of all,
enable authorized personnel access to tax-free
fuel.

It honors agreements between the U.S. and
Germany and does away with a paper chase of
fuel coupons.

A group of 85 who tested the new system for
45 days confirmed that the fuel ration card is
much easier.

Ration cares are nothing new to those U.S.
servicemembers, civilian employees and their
Families stationed in Belgium. They have used
fuel ration cards issued for a number of years.

card, temporary duty orders (TDY), leave or
pass form, along with your vehicle registration,
and we’ll provide the form needed to get a fuel
ration card from an AAFES card activation and
issue site within Germany, like the one at the
Clothing Sales Store on Geilenkirchen Air
Base” says Maj. Tom Acklen, Schinnen’s Pro-
vost Marshal.” You can also get the same form
at any U.S. Army MP station in Germany.”

In Belgium, forms are available through their
respective MP stations.

The form issued by MPs is AE Form 550-
175L - a new serial number controlled form.
Personnel will show that form to AAFES as
they request their short-term fuel ration card
at AAFES stores within Germany.  After re-
ceiving their card, customers will then use their
card and their AE Form 550-175L to pay
AAFES prices as they fill up at all AAFES or
ESSO gas stations within Germany.

Be sure to note when the temporary card
expires.  The expiration date is clearly printed
on the back side of the card.  Short-term fuel
ration cards may only be valid for the time
you’re on TDY, leave or pass in Germany.

While access to tax-free fuel remains, the
downside with the new system is that depen-
dents traveling from outside Germany are not
entitled to buy rationed fuel unless their spon-
sor is on TDY, leave, or military pass in Ger-
many.

Leaders across the Benelux region under-
stand the impact on Family members and ask
all personnel to remember that agreements
governing the distribution of tax-free fuel are
made at a national level between the U.S. and
individual countries.

IMCOM-Europe and AAFES had to de-
velop a program that met very specific require-
ments to comply with Germany’s request and
ensure the continuation of rationed fuel. The
result of all those efforts is that authorized U.S.
personnel still get rationed tax-free fuel.

However, officials admit there are a num-
ber of scenarios that need to be considered as
the program matures. An important way to do
this is to identify the issues, then contact either
garrison leadership or IMCOM-Europe pro-
gram leadership so refinements can be made.

One such scenario involves Germany-based
customers purchasing fuel from the AAFES
gas station in Schinnen, Netherlands. The gar-
rison provides base operations support to
more than 6,000 Department of Defense and
inter-agency personnel throughout northern
Germany, Belgium and Netherlands who fre-
quently access the Commissary, AAFES facili-
ties, including a gas station, and other commu-
nity services at the garrison’s Emma Mine Com-
plex.

For many of these customers, the nearest
alternative is two or more hours drive away.
For over half of them, the drive to Schinnen is
under 25 minutes.

“It’s our intent to make our customers’ visit
is convenient and efficient possible,” says Lt.
Col. Eric Tilley, USAG Schinnen Com-

mander.” We just have to ensure fuel sales by
AAFES are conducted in accordance with na-
tional-level agreements and that customers do
not exceed their monthly ration limitations.”

Authorities are seeking a solution and tri-
border residents are encouraged to be patient
with AAFES staff who are at the front line of
this change.

AAFES plays an important role in reporting
fuel purchases to the host nation but the re-
sponsibility to ensure fuel purchases do not
exceed authorized amounts is up to the indi-
vidual. So, if you’re stationed outside the Neth-
erlands, please ask before you fill up at the
Schinnen gas station and look for updates on
the IMCOM-E webpage or from the Schin-
nen Public Affairs Office.

It will take time to update the regulation gov-
erning tax-free fuel purchases in the Nether-
lands. The Netherlands Law Office will be
working the details to formalize a method and,
eventually, AAFES will need to adopt a pro-
cess.

A concept under consideration is to allow
customers outside Netherlands to use their
blue wallet-sized ration card (AE600-702) to
record their purchase so they can complete
the transaction at the gas station on Schinnen
and track their monthly fuel ration.

To learn more about fuel cards, visit http://
www.imcom-europe.army.mil/sites/news/
fuelcard.asp. Customers can post a comment
or ask a question at: http://www.imcom-
europe.army.mil/s i tes/news/fuelcard_
weblog.asp.

Germany’s new ration card fuels change

Sales of paper coupons in Germany will end
July 6.

Purchasing tax free fuel is straightforward
for authorized personnel who fill-up in the
country where they’re assigned, but when cross-
ing borders one needs to be prepared or pay
local economy prices that can cost $9 per gal-
lon or more.

The new fuel ration card enables Army and
Air Force Exchange Service and ESSO gas sta-
tions in Germany to account for fuel purchases
through the use of a new “swipe card” and by
checking a customer’s registration AE Form
190-1A for vehicles that are registered with U.S.
Army, Europe in Germany.  Some key differ-
ences between fuel coupons and this fuel ra-
tion card is that there is no value stored on the
card (in case the card is lost, stolen, or de-
stroyed), and that you pre-pay into the card
account to be able to pay AAFES prices at
AAFES or Esso stations anywhere in Germany.

Personnel traveling from outside Germany
can get a temporary fuel ration card by visiting
their respective Military Police station.

In Schinnen, “just bring your identification

How to purchase new
fuel ration cards

For those in the Benelux stationed out-
side Germany wanting to purchase tax-
free fuel while in Germany:

 Bring TDY orders or an official leave/
pass/approved absence form with your
vehicle registration and I.D. card to a U.S.
Army Military Police Station.

 The MPs will check these documents
and issue a serial number-controlled AE
Form 550-175L for the amount of fuel
(in liters) you can purchase.

 Use AE Form 550-175L at an AAFES
retailer in Germany to purchase your
fuel.

 Fill up at an AAFES or participating
ESSO gas station in Germany. Do not
fill up with more fuel than you’re
rationed and be prepared to show your
AE Form 550-175L or face paying full
price for your entire gas purchase.

PHOTO: Tom Budzyna

Going electronic: As Robert Bankston, an AAFES
associate, fills up at the gas station on Schinnen
before work. Germany fuel coupons system will
end July 6 as a new fuel ration card system rede-
fines the balance between convenience and com-
pliance.
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By Christine JuneBy Christine JuneBy Christine JuneBy Christine JuneBy Christine June
Kaiserslautern Public Affairs
MIESAU, Germany – Snagging fleeing sus-
pects and seeking explosives were two of nu-
merous war-fighting skills that 36 teams dem-
onstrated at the 2008 U.S. Army Europe Mili-
tary Working Dog Competition.

 “Scenarios were tailored to something
(dog teams) could encounter either down-
range or in their garrison communities,” said
Sgt. 1st Class Dean Lane, USAREUR mili-
tary working dog program manager, who or-
ganized the competition that was held June 9-
13 in the Kaiserslautern and Baumholder
military communities.

Military dog teams hone warfighting skills
won Top Dog. Points were tallied from their
win in scouting and building search, second-
place in the obedience course and third-place
in the felony apprehension scenario.

“I love this job,” said Glover, who has been
in the Army military working dog program for
about four years.

“He did everything he could think of to do to
get ready for this competition … training early
in the morning and after duty hours … coming
up with every scenario he could think of,” said
Glover’s supervisor, Sgt. 1st Class Paul Adams,
the 230th MP Company Miesau Kennel mas-
ter. “All his hard work paid off; I’m very proud
of him.”

Europe Military
Working Dogs
Competition

Winning teams (handler and dog) from
the Europe Military Working Dogs
Competition include:

Top Dog:Top Dog:Top Dog:Top Dog:Top Dog: Staff Sgt. Clayton Glover and
Alf, a 3-year-old German Shepherd,
230th MP Company, Miesau Kennels

Explosive Detection:Explosive Detection:Explosive Detection:Explosive Detection:Explosive Detection: Sgt. Samantha
Goscinski and Brit, 527th MP Company,
Ansbach Kennels;

Narcotic Detection:Narcotic Detection:Narcotic Detection:Narcotic Detection:Narcotic Detection: Sgt. Kevin
Wadley and Pocket, 615th MP Com-
pany, Grafenwoehr Kennels

Obedience:Obedience:Obedience:Obedience:Obedience: Sgt. Ryan Hewett and
Chyan, 92nd MP Company, Chièvres,Chièvres,Chièvres,Chièvres,Chièvres,
KennelsKennelsKennelsKennelsKennels

Felony Apprehension:Felony Apprehension:Felony Apprehension:Felony Apprehension:Felony Apprehension: Staff Sgt.
Matthew Hoctel and Packo, 92nd MP
Company, Chièvres and SchinnenChièvres and SchinnenChièvres and SchinnenChièvres and SchinnenChièvres and Schinnen
KennelsKennelsKennelsKennelsKennels

Scouting and Building SearchScouting and Building SearchScouting and Building SearchScouting and Building SearchScouting and Building Search, Staff
Sgt. Clayton Glover and Alf, 230th MP
Company, Miesau Kennels

Combat Course:Combat Course:Combat Course:Combat Course:Combat Course: Sgt. Andrew Lowery
and Ceno, 615th MP Company,
Grafenwoehr Kennels

Top Kennels:Top Kennels:Top Kennels:Top Kennels:Top Kennels: 92nd MP Company,
Chièvres and Schinnen KennelsChièvres and Schinnen KennelsChièvres and Schinnen KennelsChièvres and Schinnen KennelsChièvres and Schinnen Kennels

Top Dog AwardTop Dog AwardTop Dog AwardTop Dog AwardTop Dog Award: Staff Sgt. Clayton
Glover and Alf, 230th MP Company,
Miesau Kennels

Rookie Team of the Year:Rookie Team of the Year:Rookie Team of the Year:Rookie Team of the Year:Rookie Team of the Year: Sgt. Clay
Reyer and Hena, 212th MP Company,
Wiesbaden Kennels

Hardest hitting K9:Hardest hitting K9:Hardest hitting K9:Hardest hitting K9:Hardest hitting K9: Chyan, ChièvresChièvresChièvresChièvresChièvres
Kennels.Kennels.Kennels.Kennels.Kennels.

PHOTOS: Christine June

Alf, a three-year-old German shepherd assigned to the 230th Military Police Company in Miesau,
Germany, goes through the wall of water on the dog walk obstacle in the obedience course June
11 during the 2008 U.S. Army Europe Military Working Dog Competition on Miesau Army Depot
in Kaiserslautern, Germany.

This is just the second year USAREUR has
held the competition since 2001. Lane said re-
quirements for the Global War on Terrorism
temporarily stopped the competition, but those
same needs have restarted the event, as it pre-
pares Soldiers for future missions.

“What we see in this competition (is what)
handlers are doing over and over again down-
range,” said Lane. “Military working dogs are
finding weapons caches and preventing (im-
provised explosive devices) attacks downrange
– they are a vital combat multiplier for the forces
forward.”

Teams participating in this competition were
mostly from Army garrisons throughout Eu-
rope, but there were also three stateside teams
representing U.S. Army Training and Doctrine
Command, Airmen from Spangdahlem Air
Base, Germany, and members of Pond Secu-
rity and German Polizei.

Participating teams – each consisting of a dog
and handler – competed in seven events, de-
pending on their certifications. First, second
and third-place honors were awarded in each
event, with points being tallied for Top Kennel
and Top Dog honors.

Top Kennel honors went to the 92nd MP
Company’s kennels in Chièvres, Belgium, and
Schinnen, the Netherlands.

Military working dog handlers and their dogs
recognized for excellence in the competition
who support U.S. Army Garrison Benleux
security operations include:

 Sgt. Ryan Hewett and ChyanSgt. Ryan Hewett and ChyanSgt. Ryan Hewett and ChyanSgt. Ryan Hewett and ChyanSgt. Ryan Hewett and Chyan,
Obedience, and, Hardest Hitting K9, 92nd
MP Company, Chièvres Garrison;

 Staff Sgt. Matthew Hoctel andStaff Sgt. Matthew Hoctel andStaff Sgt. Matthew Hoctel andStaff Sgt. Matthew Hoctel andStaff Sgt. Matthew Hoctel and
PackoPackoPackoPackoPacko, Felony Apprehension, 92nd MP
Company, USAG Schinnen/Chièvres
Garrison.

Military working dog handlers and their
canine partners from the 92nd MP company
received top honors in four categories.
Competitors from Miesau and Grafenwoehr
each won two categories.

Kaiserslautern’s Staff Sgt. Clayton Glover,
230th Military Police Company Dog Kennels
on Miesau Army Depot, and his canine part-
ner, Alf, a 3-year-old male German shepherd,

Sgt. Jessica Ruggiero, 529th Military Police Company in Heidel-
berg, Germany, commands her partner Beny, a three-year-
old male German shepherd, to crawl through the first of
two tunnels in the obedience course June 11 during the
2008 U.S. Army Europe Military Working Dog Competition
on Miesau Army Depot in Kaiserslautern, Germany.
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39th Signal Battalion

    New commander takes helm
By J.D. Hardesty
Benelux EDGE Editor

Lineage, honor and
trust passed from the
hands of Lt. Col. Jarvis B.
McCurdy to Lt. Col. Mark
R. Schonberg here on June
20 at the Community Ac-
tivity Center on Chièvres
Air Base as Schonberg as-
sumed command of the
39th Signal Battalion,
whose Soldiers and
workforce provide strate-
gic information manage-
ment support to units in
Belgium, Netherlands,
Luxembourg, United King-
dom, and northern Ger-
many.

“Of our six battalions in
the 2nd Signal Brigade,
the 39th has had the larg-
est, most complex interna-
tional mission, yet you
have excelled,” said 2nd
Signal Brigade Commander Col. Joseph Brendler.

Brendler said it is through McCurdy’s leadership that the 39th has
earned so much success and glory from Department of the Army- /
Defense Information Systems Agency-level awards during his ten-
ure. Awards that include:

 Army Award for Maintenance Excellence – DA runner-up in
2007, Top 4 Finisher in 2006.

 DISA Europe Defense Red Switch Network Facility of the Year in
2006

 DISA SATCOM Facility of the Year 2006 and 2007
 Defense Information Switch Network (DISN) Transmission Fa-

cility of the Year in 2007.
As a nation at war, organizations across the Department of De-

fense have been tasked to do more with less. Strategic communica-
tions support for the warfighter had to be balanced with less people
and shrinking resources.

When McCurdy assumed command, there were several rightsizing
issues facing the 39th:

 Initially, McCurdy was faced with the 39th’s turning into a field-
grade, company-sized element. Through his leadership, he has gained

U.S. Army, Europe endorse-
ment from Department of
the Army directorate-level
approval from the 39th to
remain a battalion-sized el-
ement.
 McCurdy inherited a

civilian workforce depleted
by 40 percent due to
rightsizing, yet successfully
realigned resources to sus-
tain mission requirements
while simultaneously justify-
ing a return to pre-resizing
strengths.

 As the Network Support
Center on SHAPE was dis-
banded, under McCurdy’s
command, he was able to
justify Title X (Common Ac-
cess Card/Public Key Infra-
structure) access for disad-
vantaged U.S. peacetime es-
tablishment users billeted at
NATO by standing up an
Operations Center and

Internet Cafe on SHAPE.
McCurdy and his signal Soldiers have supported today’s warfighter,

with Global War on Terrorism tactical communications in Afghani-
stan, Iraq, Turkey, Kuwait and Iraq. The command has also built a
fiber-optic infrastructure across Europe as part of the larger Global
Information Grid.

McCurdy, who calls both Alabama and Washington, D.C., home,
is being assigned as the Deputy Brigade Commander for 7th Signal
Brigade, 5th Signal Command.

Schonberg comes to command the 39th Signal Battalion  after serv-
ing two years as the chief of operations, Operations Team One for
the National Airborne Operations Center at Offutt Air Force Base
in Omaha, Neb.

After wishing McCurdy and his family good luck and Godspeed,
Schonberg, an Iowa native who started his Army career as an Army
Reserve enlisted Soldier, thanked the Soldiers and Families of the
39th for their warm welcome.

Commissioned as a second lieutenant the Iowa State University
alumnus also earned a Master of Science in Information Systems
from Webster’s University.

PHOTO: J.D. Hardesty

Lt. Col. Mark R. Schonberg accepts the 39th Signal Battalion’s guidon from 2nd Brigade
Commander Col. Joseph Brendler on June 20 at a change of command ceremony held at
the Community Activity Center on Chièvres Air Base. Schonberg replaced Lt. Col. Jarvis
B. McCurdy, who is being assigned as the deputy brigade commander for 7th Signal Bde.,
5th Signal Command.

By Tom BudzynaBy Tom BudzynaBy Tom BudzynaBy Tom BudzynaBy Tom Budzyna
Schinnen Public Affairs Officer

Lt. Col. Fern O. Sumpter assumed com-
mand of USAG Schinnen from Lt. Col. Eric
D. Tilley in a change of command ceremony
here June 25.

 Sumpter, a 1989 honor graduate of the
University of Massachusetts and a distin-
guished military graduate of the Suffolk Uni-
versity Reserve Officer Training Corps pro-
gram, previously served as the chief, G-3
Operations, Intelligence and Security Com-
mand at Fort Belvoir, Virginia.

Tilley, a 1989 graduate of the United States
Military Academy at West Point, commanded

USAG Schinnen
now led by new
commander

the garrison for two years, has returned to
the U.S.  to serve as the operations officer for
the Senior Leader Development Office of the
Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

Sumpter’s assumption of command com-
pletes a series in leadership changes for the
Army garrison. Don. Smith, the new deputy
to the garrison commander, arrived this year
in January and the garrison’s new command
sergeant major, Command. Sgt. Maj. Mary
Brown, arrived in May.

The June 25 ceremony included remarks
by Schinnen Mayor Barry Link, who echoed
the strong ties formed between the garrison
and the municipality and looks forward to
continued strong support under Sumpter’s
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By Ray JohnsonBy Ray JohnsonBy Ray JohnsonBy Ray JohnsonBy Ray Johnson
IMCOM-Europe Public Affairs
HEIDELBERG, Germany – Installation Management Command-
Europe welcomed its new region director, while bidding farewell to the
man who had overseen the organization since its inception.

Diane Devens accepted responsibility of IMCOM-Europe from
Russell Hall during a May 29 ceremony on the parade grounds of
Campbell Barracks. Hall is replacing Devens as director of IMCOM-
Northeast, which is located at Fort Monroe, Va.

Keeping her remarks brief on an unseasonably hot spring day for
Germany, Devens said her focus would remain on supporting Soldiers
and family members, using successful programs and policies already in
practice.

Labeling her transition “smooth,” Devens said she looked forward to
visiting garrisons located throughout the command as quickly as possible.

Addressing several hundred event attendees, Maj. Gen. John
Macdonald, deputy commander of IMCOM, called Devens and Hall
“two very talented civilians who have worked hard, who have made huge
contributions to (the Army’s overall) readiness.”

“You should be extremely proud that you are leaving your present
regions a better place for Soldiers, civilians and family members,”
Mcdonald said to the two senior executives. “You have contributed
greatly in supporting an Army at war; an Army that is undergoing
tremendous change; an Army that is in persistent conflict.”

Recalling that Hall became region director in Europe shortly after the
Global War on Terrorism began, the general said Hall was placed at
the forefront of ensuring Soldiers were trained and equipped to fight
on two fronts – while also providing for families at home.

Consequently, IMCOM “was living the Army Family Covenant long
before it became part of the Army lexicon,” Macdonald said.

Complementing Devens as “a caring and dedicate leader,” the general
said he knew her as “forthright and fair, always letting people know
where she stands on the issues … she understands the Army and what
a good quality of life means to our (communities).”

Devens is replacing the only director IMCOM-Europe has known.
Sitting down for a media interview shortly before the ceremony, Hall

said he has been reflecting recently on the past six years, “trying to take
it all in and savor the moment.”

“It’s bittersweet memories,” he declared. “How do you leave something
that has been a part of your life; that you’ve literally raised from infancy?”

Noting that IMCOM-Europe “has known nothing but war,” Hall has
watched the organization mature as an institution – managing, leading
and changing garrisons – while also being totally dedicated and wedded
to taking care of combat-bound Soldiers as they trained, staged, deployed,
and then returned and reintegrated. “And we’ve been doing so as a
constant way of life.”

When asked for an example of command successes under his tenure,
Hall pointed to the construction of Netzaberg housing, 830 family units,
at U.S. Army Garrison Grafenwoehr. IMCOM-Europe did so by
negotiating a loan guarantee with the German government – with state

support from Bavaria – of more than 230 million Euros.
“A private investment conglomerate put up the loan guarantee; the

American government didn’t have to put a nickel up,” Hall stressed.
However, Hall admitted he wasn’t able to finish all that he wanted to

accomplish. He had hoped to see expansion completed at USAG
Wiesbaden and to help accelerate a final end state for the Army in
Europe’s transformation.

“But we were (hindered) in acquiring military construction dollars
given the challenges of our Army,” Hall said. “And war compounds it in
terms of cash flow – ‘do you pay to fill your gas tank or do you pay your
mortgage?’  I think you ought to pay your mortgage.”

Now charged with taking on a new organization, Hall firmly believes
“there is nothing IMCOM can’t accomplish for Soldiers and families;
we proven it time and time again under the most demanding
circumstances.

“History will judge there is no higher calling, and no greater privilege
than serving Soldiers and their families.”

New region director joins IMCOM-Europe

PHOTO: Tom Saunders

During a change of responsibility ceremony May 29 at Heidelberg, Germany,
Diane Devens (left) took over as director of Installation Management
Command-Europe, replacing Russell Hall (right), who will replace Devens
as director of IMCOM-Northeast, located at Fort Monroe, Va. Maj. Gen.
John Macdonald (center), deputy commander of U.S. Army Installation
Management Command presided over the ceremony.

command. “It is an honor to welcome you and I am looking
forward working together with you,” Mayor Barry Links
said to Sumpter in front of a crowd of more than 200, “I
hope to welcome you soon at our Town Hall and to intro-
duce you to the Dutch municipality that is truly your closest
neighbor.”

USAG Benelux Commander Col. James P. Drago pre-
sided over the ceremony, and lauded the garrison’s accom-
plishments under Tilley’s command while supporting the
joint, multiagency and international military community.

Other participants of the ceremony included NATO’s
SHAPE International Band, the Royal Dutch Army NCO
Academy, Soldiers and Civilians from USAG Schinnen and
the Dutch “Triple A” Re-enactors, who wore US Airborne
World War II vintage uniforms.

PHOTO: Tom Budzyna

USAG Schinnen
Commander Lt. Col.
Fern. O. Sumpter (left)
assumed command of
the garrison on June 25.
In addition to  the new
commander, the garri-
son’s new senior listed
advisor,   Command Sgt.
Maj. Mary Brown,
joined the Schinnen
team in May.
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By J.D. HardestyBy J.D. HardestyBy J.D. HardestyBy J.D. HardestyBy J.D. Hardesty
Benelux EDGE Editor

Cyclists from across Europe traced
history’s footsteps as nearly 300
riders from America, Belgium,
Canada, France, Germany and
Luxembourg traversed lower
Normandy’s beaches and battlefields
to mark the 64th Anniversary of D-
Day – June 6, 1944.

In all, 28 cyclists from the Installa-
tion Management Command-Europe

and U.S. Army Europe footprint
rode where the Allied forces “Opera-
tion Overlord” invasion along the
Normandy coast in World War II is
a living memorial to the D-Day
battles that brought ultimate libera-
tion of France and Western Europe.
Those initial battles strengthened the
Allied presence hourly. By the end of
June that year, more than one million
combined American, British and
Canadian forces, had carved an

Allied foothold into the French
countryside, supported by 177,000
vehicles and 586,000 tons of sup-
plies.

They pedaled through the
hedgerows where the 101st Airborne
Division and their Band of Brothers
jumped into the fight around mid-
night near Saint-Mere Eglise, a total
of 23,500 American and British
paratroopers initiating the invasion.

They were greeted by waving well-
wishers as the peloton past through
Saint-Lô, Sainte-Mere Eglise, Utah
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PHOTOS: J.D. Hardesty

Mike Buckley arrives in Les Pieux, France, during the second
day of the Road to Liberty cycling tour caring the American flag
while riding in the lead peloton. A native of Utah, Buckley is
stationed in Stuttgart, Germany. Traversing the Road to Liberty
took him and 28 other IMCOM-Europe/USAREUR cyclists past
such historical places as Sainte-Mère-Eglise, Utah Beach and
Nehou, where they visited a memorial to Gen. George S.
Patton.
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Beach, and other villages along their
three-day, 362-kilometer (225-mile)
bicycle tour of the Road to Liberty.

Four members of the Chièvres
Garrison community participated in
this year’s event – Jeff Brunt, Kevin
Bookman, with the 650th Military
Intelligence Group; Ronnie Wint,
serving with the 39th Signal Battalion
and Kristopher Lindsey, who works
in the Directorate of Plans, Training,
Mobilization and Security at U.S.

Army Garrison Benelux. They rode
through lower Normandy visiting
historical sites portrayed by such
recent movies as “Saving Private
Ryan” and the mini-series “The Band
of Brothers.”

Lindsey, an avid cyclist, joined this
years Liberty Tour because it “pro-
vided the opportunity to see several
war and historical symbols through-
out Normandy,” he said.

Local dignitaries honored those

allies fallen more than six decades
past with wreath laying ceremonies.

The cyclists stopped along the tour
to pay tribute to those that sacrificed
so much for freedom.  “That was the
most memorable part of the event,
Lindsey said. “I was taken back by
the sincere gratitude, humility, and
appreciation the European commu-
nity clearly possesses for the forces
that began the march to freedom on
the beaches of  Normandy.



“I was exceptionally pleased by the efforts
put forth by the local cycling association in
making this event as memorable as it was.”

Next year the event will be in Bastogne from
June 5 - 7.

Most of the cyclists cited the joy of cycling for
joining the event, others commented on trac-
ing the footsteps of “The Greatest Generation.”

“I’m a cycling enthusiasts and this tour
allowed me to combine cycling with history,”
said Brunt, a retired Soldier who works as a
civilian employee for 650th MI. The area is
absolutely beautiful and the points of history
are chilling.”

Joshua Cobabe, from Kaiserslautern, Germany, carries the Canadian flag and fellow American Mike Buckley, from Stuttgart, Germany, carries the
American Flag during a memorial ceremony honoring war victims from Les Pieux, France. While traversing the historic countryside, the two newfound
cycling friends discovered their Utah hometowns are 20 miles apart – the same as the difference in their ages.

wall of well-wishers would see cyclists from all
ages pass by.

“Getting to ride with the older generation of
people who were kids or born shortly after
the war who participate in the event, the
wreath laying ceremonies to commemorate
the fallen, oppressed, or leaders (Patton

monument) who participated in the war,”
those were the highlights of my tour,” he said.

Bookman  said he was “touched by the
people still hold dear the memory of those
who paid the ultimate sacrifice for freedom.
Not just American or Allied lives were lost in
this area. Many French civilians also lost their

Cyclists from the first peloton are grouped together readying for the second stage which is leaving
Les Pieus, and headed to Nehou, France, where they will visit a memorial dedicated to Gen. George
S. Patton. The Road to Liberty tour at one time was 1,147 kilometers in length (712 miles), from
Sainte-Mère Eglise to Bastogne. Nearly 300 riders participated in the cycling event – the 20th in
Normandy.

For Bookman, an information assurance
manager with 650th, it was the sheer number
of people who turned out to ride.  “I was
expecting a larger number but to see all of the
riders on a stretch of road or going uphill was
an amazing sight,” he said.

As the international peloton arrived or
departed one of the villages along the tour, a

“People still hold dear the“People still hold dear the“People still hold dear the“People still hold dear the“People still hold dear the
memory of those who paidmemory of those who paidmemory of those who paidmemory of those who paidmemory of those who paid
the ultimate sacrifice forthe ultimate sacrifice forthe ultimate sacrifice forthe ultimate sacrifice forthe ultimate sacrifice for
freedom. Not just Americanfreedom. Not just Americanfreedom. Not just Americanfreedom. Not just Americanfreedom. Not just American
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lives.
“It is amazing to see the area rebuilt after

much of it was destroyed.  Amazingly, the
American flag flies proudly along with the
French flag in this area and not just at one
time of year, but all year,” he said. “You don’t
normally see the American flag flying in
foreign countries.

“Something I didn’t realize until I visited
the beaches (after the ride) was the advantage
had by the Germans.  And no matter how it
seemed the Germans had the upper hand,
the invasion force continued to push through
and make way for freedom and democracy,”
he added of his experience. “Tactically, it was
suicide for many warfighters at the time.  That
people pushed themselves out of a boat and
into the line of fire is beyond my comprehen-
sion. “

But people living then, those who wit-
nessed the horror and lived through the
tumultuous time, they still remember, they
still give a smile of thanks and a wave of
gratitude.

“To see the expression on the faces of
those people of age who remember Allied
troops driving by them, liberating them from
Nazi oppression.  They looked just as happy
now as I imagine they did then,” Bookman
said.

The Road to Liberty, which follows Gen.
George S. Patton’s path toward the Battle of
the Bulge in Bastogne, is celebrated yearly
with bicycle tours rotating yearly from
Normandy, then Bastogne.

The gathering of men and women from
European and North American countries
with one passion, “To honor the young
Soldiers who fought and gave their lives for
our democracy and freedom,” Alain Cousin,
one of the event’s deputies wrote to partici-
pants.

The tour was also a chance for Soldiers to
honor the contributions of their fellow
countrymen decades past.

Staff Sgt. Kristopher Lindsey (leading this sec-
tion of peloton, an avid cyclist, leads several other
riders around the corner of the town hall in Les
Pieux, France, the first stop on second day of the
three-day cycling tour honoring those Soldiers
battled for freedom, liberty and peace.

“With the current optempo of our forces,
it’s sometimes hard to get time to enjoy events
like these,” said Ron Rasch, USAREUR
deputy political advisor located in Heidel-
berg, Germany and one of the cycling leaders
of the tour. “We have had great weather and

a great reception in every town we have
visited.”

Jean Klein, also from Heidelberg, has
ridden in 22 of the past 23 Road to Liberty
cycling tours.

“We used to travel from Cherbourg,

Frank Wacket, (closest to camera) a Luxem-
bourg cyclist on the Road to Liberty Tour,
found speaking six languages comes in handy as
he traveled around the peloton speaking to its
members representing America, Belgium,
Canada, England, France, Germany and his
native Luxembourg -  in their native tongue.

France to Bastogne, Belgium (1147 kilome-
ters/712 miles); and one year we travelled
from Cherbourg to Strasbourg.

Another cyclist flew in from Colorado. Liz
Ford participated in her first Liberty Tour
while visiting a friend from Wiesbaden,
Germany.

“Part of the pleasure of participating in
such an event is the people you meet and the
friendships you make,” said Frank Wacket
from Luxembourg. Wacket explained that by
speaking six languages, he could ride with
peloton members from any nation participat-
ing and speak in their native language.

“I’ve been in the Army for 24 years,” said
Mike Buckley, from U.S. Army Garrison
Stuttgart. “Events like this are why I still wear
it today.” After visiting Sainte-Mère Eglise on
D-Day, “Standing where Soldiers were
fighting and dying for freedom and liberty,
how can you not get emotional,” added
Buckley, an explosive ordnance disposal
soldier.

Others on tour, like Mondeville, France
native Roland Auvrey, rode in the peloton
sharing smiles with Soldiers, civilians,
countrymen – sharing their joint history. He
explained in his native French “The world
owes those who came on that longest day 64
years ago, a debt of gratitude - for they had
changed the course of history.”

The cycling tour may be history as well.
While meeting various French people who

still want to thank the American military for
what our veterans provided was a definite
highlight Bookman emphasized, he also
reflected on a certain sadness as this will most
likely be the last time the Road to Liberty
cycling tour occurs in France.  Bookman
noted that the organizer of the event is much
older now and no one appears interested in
organizing the event in the future.

“Fortunately, the odd year event, held in
Bastogne is continuing,” he said. “Every
person in America should be brought to
Normandy and see the disadvantage we had
and how we overcame staggering odds to
defeat a tyrant.”

This 20th edition of the event in
Normandy may be its last event as Pierre
Guillard, the president of the local cycling
club who has served as the event coordinator
in the Normandy area is stepping down and
a successor hasn’t been found.

“Memory, liberty, peace…. Those three
words, those three ideas represent the spirit
of the cycling tour of the three days of
liberty,” Guillard wrote to the group partici-
pating in this year’s event. “This event is part
of the memory of those thousands of men,
often young men, who were killed in
Normandy and in Europe to free us from
the Nazi occupation. Through this cycling
tour, we want to defend those three ideas
while rallying our sport to history.”
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Happy 233rd Birthday Army!

PHOTO: Thad MoyseowiczU.S. Army Garrison BrusselsCommander Lt. Col Darin S.Conkright gets a hug from youngMarcos Riviera at the Army Birthdaycelebration held by the garrison’sChild and Youth Services. Riviera isthe son of Sgt. 1st Class SusanFernandez and Tulio Fernandez.

PHOTO: Tom Budzyna

With a backdrop of U.S. Army Garrison Schinnen award recipients, Lt. Col. Glen

McFarland (right), the garrison’s most senior Soldier offers the first slic
e of Army

birthday cake to Spc. Aunna Neuser, the newest garrison team member during a

quarterly award ceremony June 11 to mark the U.S. Army’s 233rd Birthday.

Sgt. Dan BaldaSgt. Dan BaldaSgt. Dan BaldaSgt. Dan BaldaSgt. Dan Balda
HQ ARRC Public Affairs Office

Soldiers assigned to NATO’s
Allied Rapid Reaction Corps,
Rheindahlen, Germany celebrated
the Army’s 233rd birthday Friday,
June 13 by hosting their allies at the
U.S. National Support Element,
Rheindahlen Military Complex,
Germany.

Brig. Gen. Michael Ryan, the
U.S. Senior National Representa-
tive, began his remarks by reciting
a brief history of the Army. He
named a number of presidents
who have served in the Army say-
ing, “this is a testament both to the
type of men and women who chose
to serve in the Army and what the
Army does to develop leaders.”

 “It takes a special person to serve in the Army. One that is

Soldiers invite NATO counterparts to share in Army celebration
willing to live by  our Army’s core
values of loyalty, duty, respect selfless
service, honor, integrity and personal
courage, common values shared by
the armies of all democratic nations,”
Ryan told the approximately 150
multi-national attendees.

Following his remarks, Ryan and
Spc. Sasha Sween, an administrative
specialist assigned to the U.S.
National Support Element here, cut
the birthday cake with so much gusto
some onlookers feared the table
might break in half.

“Today, as the U.S. Army leads
the U.S. military services in the global
fight against terror in Iraq, Afghani-
stan and in other places around the
world alongside our allied, we

celebrate its birthday and honor all Soldiers from all allied
nations who are serving now and who have served in the past.”

PHOTO: Sgt. Dan Balda

U.S. Senior National Representative Brig. Gen. Michael Ryan and
Spc. Sasha Sween cut the Army Birthday cake at the Allied Rapid
Reaction Corps, Rheindahlen, Germany.

PHOTO: Vicki Hamlin

Chièvres Garrison held several events celebrat-

ing the Army’s 233rd Birthday. U.S. Army Gar-

rison Benelux Army Community Service hosted

two events: a hot breakfast and a coffee and

cake social at their offices. First Sgt. Kevin Tho-

mas, SHAPE Health Care Facility joined the

breakfast festivities. The Child and Youth Ser-

vices’ Child Development Center held a story

hour, the School Age Services had a patriotic

mural display and Youth Services held a family

barbecue and all CYS facilities had birthday cake.
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Northern Law Center

Northern Law Office
If you recently shipped personal property,

you may be eligible to file a claim for any lost or
damaged goods under the new Full Replace-
ment Value program.

The FRV program allows military and De-
partment of Defense civilian claimants to file
directly with the carrier and potentially obtain a
higher recovery than through the military claims
process.

Under the military claims process, a
claimant’s recovery is generally based on the
loss of value for damaged goods or a depreci-
ated amount (reduced value based on an item’s
age) for lost or damaged goods.

Under the FRV program, the carrier is re-
quired to replace any item that is lost or de-
stroyed with a new item or pay you the cost of a
new item of the same kind and quality, without
deducting for depreciation.

The carrier is not required to replace items
which can be repaired for less than the full
replacement value of the item; it is only required
to arrange for the repair of those items dam-
aged in transit or to pay for the cost of the re-
pairs.

For personal property lost, damaged or de-
stroyed, the carrier under the FRV program is
liable for the greater of $5,000 per shipment or
$4.00 per pound times the weight of the ship-
ment, up to a maximum of $50,000.

If the amount of your loss exceeds the
carrier’s maximum liability, you may file a claim
with your insurer in excess of the carrier’s pay-
ment.

PCS: Damaged Personal Property?
Full Replacement Value Program allows for higher claim recovery

Filing with the carrierFiling with the carrierFiling with the carrierFiling with the carrierFiling with the carrier
The procedure to file an FRV claim is dif-

ferent from the standard military claims pro-
cess. First, to be eligible to file, the claimant’s
shipment must have been picked up on or af-
ter Oct. 1, 2007 for international shipments,
Nov. 1, 2007 for domestic shipments, and
March 1,  for non-temporary storage, intra-
theater, local move, and direct procurement
method shipments.

Second, an FRV claim must be filed directly
with the carrier within 75 days in order to put
the carrier on notice. As with a claim filed
through the military, the DD Form 1840 for
damages discovered while the carrier is present,
and the DD Form 1840R for subsequently dis-
covered damages, should be sent by mail (pref-
erably, certified) to the carrier.

The carrier should provide you with these
forms on the day of delivery. If it is not clear
which carrier to file with, the claims office can
help in making the determination.

Finally, in order to receive FRV, you must
make a written demand to the carrier for a
specific amount listing the items lost or dam-
aged within nine months of the delivery date. If
the claim has been timely filed, additional in-
formation may be presented at a later date.

If, after filing your claim directly with the car-
rier, you are not pleased with its offer or do
not receive an offer within 30 days, you may
transfer your claim to the claims office.

The claims office would then pay you the
depreciated replacement cost or repair cost
and seek to recover FRV from the carrier. If
successful in recovering FRV, the claims office
will pay you the difference between FRV and
the depreciated replacement cost.

Filing with the Claims OfficeFiling with the Claims OfficeFiling with the Claims OfficeFiling with the Claims OfficeFiling with the Claims Office
Claimants are not required to file with the

carrier. If you choose to do so and are dissat-
isfied with the carrier’s final offer or do not
receive a final offer within 30 days of providing
notice, you may transfer your claim to the
Northern Law Center Claims Office.

If you choose to file with the military, how-
ever, you will forfeit your right to receive full
replacement value from the carrier. Instead,
the claims office will adjudicate and settle your
claim, paying the lesser of the depreciated re-
placement cost or the repair cost.

If you choose to file with the military, you
must submit the 1840 and 1840R to the claims
office within 70 days of delivery     and we will
dispatch notice to the carrier.

ConclusionConclusionConclusionConclusionConclusion
The FRV program has the potential to pro-

vide a more favorable settlement of your claim.
However, there are limitations: FRV or a new
item cannot be provided with certain large
items, such as pianos and vehicles. Replace-
ment items cannot be provided for many an-
tique or old collectibles.

The Northern Law Center Claims Office
can help you to assess the advantages and dis-
advantages of the two methods of filing.
Whether you choose to file for FRV through
the carrier, or file through the military, time is
of the essence in providing notice of your claim.
The claims office can assist you to meet the
notice requirements and assemble your claim
though either method.

The Northern Law Center Claims Office is
located in Bldg. 318 on SHAPE and is open
for walk-in service from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday. For information on
filing a claim through the FRV program or the
military claims program, please call DSN 423-
4195 or COMM 065-44-4195.
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USAG Benelux Community Services

Morale, Welfare & Recreation...serving the community

Libraries
Chièvres Chièvres Chièvres Chièvres Chièvres  -  -  -  -  - CAC, Chièvres Air Base
DSN 361-5767; CIV 068-27-5767
SHAPESHAPESHAPESHAPESHAPE
DSN 423-5631; CIV 065-44-5631
Schinnen Schinnen Schinnen Schinnen Schinnen - JFC HQ Brunssum
DSN 364-9669; CIV 045-526-9669
RotterdamRotterdamRotterdamRotterdamRotterdam
DSN 362-2454; CIV 010-459-2454
BrusselsBrusselsBrusselsBrusselsBrussels
DSN 368-9791; CIV 02-717-9791

Sport & Fitness
Chièvres/BeneluxChièvres/BeneluxChièvres/BeneluxChièvres/BeneluxChièvres/Benelux
DSN 361-5643; CIV 068-27-5643
BrusselsBrusselsBrusselsBrusselsBrussels
DSN 368-9667; CIV 02-717-9667
SchinnenSchinnenSchinnenSchinnenSchinnen
DSN 360-7560; CIV 046-443-7560
Schinnen Bowling CenterSchinnen Bowling CenterSchinnen Bowling CenterSchinnen Bowling CenterSchinnen Bowling Center
DSN 360-7207; CIV 046-443-7207

Outdoor Recreation
Chièvres/SHAPEChièvres/SHAPEChièvres/SHAPEChièvres/SHAPEChièvres/SHAPE
DSN 423-5380; CIV 065-44-5380
BrusselsBrusselsBrusselsBrusselsBrussels
DSN 368-9775; CIV 02-717-9775
SchinnenSchinnenSchinnenSchinnenSchinnen
DSN 360-7561; CIV 046-443-7561

Restaurants/Clubs
Chièvres/SHAPEChièvres/SHAPEChièvres/SHAPEChièvres/SHAPEChièvres/SHAPE
Prime Time Bar & GrillPrime Time Bar & GrillPrime Time Bar & GrillPrime Time Bar & GrillPrime Time Bar & Grill
DSN 361-5504; CIV 068-27-5504
SHAPE Entertainment CenterSHAPE Entertainment CenterSHAPE Entertainment CenterSHAPE Entertainment CenterSHAPE Entertainment Center
DSN 423-3312; CIV 065-44-3312
SHAPE Events CenterSHAPE Events CenterSHAPE Events CenterSHAPE Events CenterSHAPE Events Center
DSN 423-5129; CIV 065-44-5129
SchinnenSchinnenSchinnenSchinnenSchinnen
Harry’s BBQHarry’s BBQHarry’s BBQHarry’s BBQHarry’s BBQ
PinPointCafePinPointCafePinPointCafePinPointCafePinPointCafe
DSN 360-7527; CIV 046-443-7527
RotterdamRotterdamRotterdamRotterdamRotterdam
RumorsRumorsRumorsRumorsRumors
DSN 362-2420; CIV 010-459-2420
BrusselsBrusselsBrusselsBrusselsBrussels
Three Star LoungeThree Star LoungeThree Star LoungeThree Star LoungeThree Star Lounge
DSN 368-9822; CIV 02-717-9822

Trips & Tours
SHAPE - SHAPE - SHAPE - SHAPE - SHAPE - DSN 423-3884; CIV 065-44-3884
Schinnen - Schinnen - Schinnen - Schinnen - Schinnen - DSN 360-7561; CIV 046-443-7561

Directory
Community Services

Directory
Community Services

ACS
Chièvres & SHAPEChièvres & SHAPEChièvres & SHAPEChièvres & SHAPEChièvres & SHAPE
DSN 423-5324; CIV 065-44-5324
BrusselsBrusselsBrusselsBrusselsBrussels
DSN 368-9783; CIV 02-717-9783
SchinnenSchinnenSchinnenSchinnenSchinnen
DSN 360-7500; CIV 046-443-7500
Rotterdam/MWR CoordinatorRotterdam/MWR CoordinatorRotterdam/MWR CoordinatorRotterdam/MWR CoordinatorRotterdam/MWR Coordinator
DSN 362-2493; CIV 010-459-2493

Arts & Crafts
SHAPESHAPESHAPESHAPESHAPE
DSN 423-4680; CIV 065-44-4680
BrusselsBrusselsBrusselsBrusselsBrussels
DSN 368-9629; CIV 02-717-9629
Schinnen - JFC BrunssumSchinnen - JFC BrunssumSchinnen - JFC BrunssumSchinnen - JFC BrunssumSchinnen - JFC Brunssum
DSN 364-2454; CIV 045-526-2454
Custom Frame Center - JFC BrunssumCustom Frame Center - JFC BrunssumCustom Frame Center - JFC BrunssumCustom Frame Center - JFC BrunssumCustom Frame Center - JFC Brunssum
DSN 364 – 3821; CIV 045-526-3821
Arts & Crafts RotterdamArts & Crafts RotterdamArts & Crafts RotterdamArts & Crafts RotterdamArts & Crafts Rotterdam
DSN 362-2457; CIV 010-459-2457

Auto Centers
SHAPE Auto Skills CentreSHAPE Auto Skills CentreSHAPE Auto Skills CentreSHAPE Auto Skills CentreSHAPE Auto Skills Centre
DSN 423-4693; CIV 065-44-4693
Brussels Auto Craft CenterBrussels Auto Craft CenterBrussels Auto Craft CenterBrussels Auto Craft CenterBrussels Auto Craft Center
368-9743; CIV 02-717-9743
Auto Craft Shop - JFC BrunssumAuto Craft Shop - JFC BrunssumAuto Craft Shop - JFC BrunssumAuto Craft Shop - JFC BrunssumAuto Craft Shop - JFC Brunssum
DSN 364-3173; 045-526-3173

BOSS
Chièvres/SHAPEChièvres/SHAPEChièvres/SHAPEChièvres/SHAPEChièvres/SHAPE
DSN 423-4606; CIV 065-44-4606
SchinnenSchinnenSchinnenSchinnenSchinnen
DSN 360-7370; CIV 0031-46443-7370

CYS
Chièvres/SHAPEChièvres/SHAPEChièvres/SHAPEChièvres/SHAPEChièvres/SHAPE
Central RegistrationCentral RegistrationCentral RegistrationCentral RegistrationCentral Registration
DSN 423-3874; CIV 065-44-3874
SchinnenSchinnenSchinnenSchinnenSchinnen
Central RegistrationCentral RegistrationCentral RegistrationCentral RegistrationCentral Registration
DSN 364-3121; CIV 045-526-3121
Child Development CenterChild Development CenterChild Development CenterChild Development CenterChild Development Center
JFC Brunssum
DSN 364-2575; CIV 045-526-2575
School Age ServicesSchool Age ServicesSchool Age ServicesSchool Age ServicesSchool Age Services
JFC Brunssum
DSN 364-3004; CIV 045-526-3004
BrusselsBrusselsBrusselsBrusselsBrussels
Central Registration Office
DSN 368-9651; CIV 02-717-9651
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Morale, Welfare & Recreation...serving the community

Think green while vacationing
USAG Benelux Environmental Division

This summer many flock to their favorite
vacation spot. Some head back to the United
States to see family and friends, others look
for new holiday destination around Europe.

Those travel decisions; however, may have
an impact on the environment?

Transportat ionTransportat ionTransportat ionTransportat ionTransportat ion
The actual mode of travel (plane, train or

car) has the highest environmental impact. It
wastes approximately 90 percent of the total
energy used during your vacation and generates a fourth of the green-
house gases that are produced by industrialized countries
(www.fairunterwegs.org).

According to the European Commission, passenger air transport     is
set to double from 4  percent to 8 percent between 1990 and 2010.

Traveling by plane emits carbon dioxide and nitrogen oxide air pol-
lutants.

Because the pollutants are released at high altitudes, those gases in-
crease the greenhouse effect at least three times more then emissions
from ground-level travel. As an example, an outbound and return flight
from Frankfurt to New York emits 4,020 kilograms (2,010 pounds) of

carbon dioxide per person.

In comparison, driving a car for one year (approximately 12,000 kilo-
meters) accumulates only 2,000 kilograms (1,000 pounds) or carbon
dioxide. Car traffic is regarded as the second most frequently used
means of transportation.

Environmental impacts of air and/or road traffic also affect noise
exposure, depletion of fossil fuels, increased land-use, including soil
sealing, and a decrease in biodiversity.

Unfortunately, passenger transportation shifts continuously to car
and aviation than to more environmentally sound means of transporta-
tion, such as public transport (including train and bus) and biking.

Taking the train or bus has advantages, especially for longer dis-
tances. Travelers won’t spend time in traffic jams. They can read a
book, playing games and enjoying the countryside. The train system
within Europe offers a variety of destinations, pre-organized trips and
special offers.

DestinationDestinationDestinationDestinationDestination
In the last decades, journeys to remote countries have increased. But

is it really necessary to go far away on vacation? Discover vacation desti-
nations “in  your own back yard.” Pick from destinations bordering the
country you currently live in within Europe. Belgium as well as the Neth-
erlands offer a variety of attractive destinations, including white beaches,

medieval cities, adventuresome mountains,
quiet lakes and rivers.

Traveling to those destinations produce less
pollution, and by traveling within your tempo-
rary homeland you learn a lot about its culture
and discover different architecture, nature,
food and a lot more.

ActivitiesActivitiesActivitiesActivitiesActivities
Going on vacation does not mean staying

in an all-inclusive beach resort, which actually
consumes a huge amount of natural resources and produces a huge
amount of waste and emissions.

Going on vacation should mean discovering something new and
something local. Get ideas where to go and what to do from the list of
suggested activities and destinations below. Those activities can be
organized as day activities or longer so you have more time to explore
the surrounding areas.

Impacts of tourist facilities & your habitsImpacts of tourist facilities & your habitsImpacts of tourist facilities & your habitsImpacts of tourist facilities & your habitsImpacts of tourist facilities & your habits
Apart from the above mentioned factors, the facilities that support

tourism, including resorts, hotels, restaurants, shops, golf courses and
marinas, as well as the tourist itself have impacts on the environment.

As an example, water consumption tends to be higher for a tourist
than of a local person. Most notably, vacationers take more showers
and the associated facilities and leisure activities, such as laundry, swim-
ming pools, restaurants and landscaping irrigation require increased
water usage.

The problem with increased use of freshwater is the fact that many
countries are short of water and more than a billion people have to get
by with less than 20 liters a day. In some regions there is even a compe-
tition for water between local economy (e.g. agriculture) and tourism.
Wastewater may also become a problem for high seasonal mass tour-
ism destinations.

EEEEENVIRONMENTALNVIRONMENTALNVIRONMENTALNVIRONMENTALNVIRONMENTAL S S S S SOUNDOUNDOUNDOUNDOUND V V V V VACATIONACATIONACATIONACATIONACATION T T T T TIPSIPSIPSIPSIPS
 Do a bicycle tour through the countryside.
 Participate at festivities and folk traditions,
o the Planting of the Maytree in Brussels (Aug. 9), or
o Ath Festival and procession of the giants in Ath (Belgium)

(Aug. 23-24).
 Go canoeing on a river.
 Go to the beaches at the North Sea and explore the world’s

unique tidelands (watt).
 Go horse back riding.
 Discover a model village with models of ancient houses,

traditions and others.
 Go on a boat trip on one of the channels in Amsterdam or

Brussels.

In many destinations dealing with solid waste is becoming another
pressing challenge.

According to the United Nations Environment Program, the amount
of waste increases by vacationers and the cost of dealing with this waste
in a sustainable manner rises exponentially.

Vacation sites providing catering, recreation and other amenities  cre-
ate a huge amount of solid waste. In 2001, an estimated 4.8 million tons
of solid waste were produced by international tourists, or, roughly  58
percent of total solid waste in Europe.

Another environmental issue to keep your eye on while vacationing is
energy consumption - which increases in touristic regions due to a higher
demand for air conditioning, transportation  and both indoors and
outdoor activities.

Help to avoid and decrease those impacts by considering environ-
mental issues into your holiday planning decisions.
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Please limit submissions to 5 items.Please limit submissions to 5 items.Please limit submissions to 5 items.Please limit submissions to 5 items.Please limit submissions to 5 items.

NOTE: NOTE: NOTE: NOTE: NOTE: Classified Ads are provided free of charge for everyone across the USAG Benelux community.
Those requesting a classified ad be published in the Benelux EDGE agree all items shall be made available
for purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status,
physical handicap, political affiliation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.

Classified ads:

Category:Category:Category:Category:Category:
(Please check
appropriate box)

  Autos for Sale
  Household Goods
  Volunteers Needed

NAME: _____________________________________________________

SPONSOR’S NAME: ____________________________________________

SPONSOR’S UNIT: ____________________________________________

TELEPHONE NUMBER: _________________________________________

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF ITEM(S): _________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Chapel
Services

SHAPE International ChapelSHAPE International ChapelSHAPE International ChapelSHAPE International ChapelSHAPE International Chapel
SundaySundaySundaySundaySunday
9 a.m.                Roman Catholic
11:30 a.m.          Collective Protestant

WednesdayWednesdayWednesdayWednesdayWednesday
12:20 p.m.          Midweek Mass (Father Klar)

Daumerie American ChapelDaumerie American ChapelDaumerie American ChapelDaumerie American ChapelDaumerie American Chapel
SundaySundaySundaySundaySunday
10:45 a.m.          Collective Protestant
Monday-FridayMonday-FridayMonday-FridayMonday-FridayMonday-Friday
11:45 a.m.          Catholic Mass

Brussels American ChapelBrussels American ChapelBrussels American ChapelBrussels American ChapelBrussels American Chapel
SundaySundaySundaySundaySunday
10:30 a.m.          Collective Protestant

JFC International ChapelJFC International ChapelJFC International ChapelJFC International ChapelJFC International Chapel
(Brunssum)(Brunssum)(Brunssum)(Brunssum)(Brunssum)

SundaySundaySundaySundaySunday
10 a.m.          Collective Protestant
11:30 a.m.                Roman Catholic

Religious EducationReligious EducationReligious EducationReligious EducationReligious Education
SHAPE International ChapelSHAPE International ChapelSHAPE International ChapelSHAPE International ChapelSHAPE International Chapel
10:30 a.m.          Catholic Religious Education
10 a.m.   Protestant Sunday School

Daumerie American ChapelDaumerie American ChapelDaumerie American ChapelDaumerie American ChapelDaumerie American Chapel
9:30 a.m.   Protestant Sunday School

Brussels American ChapelBrussels American ChapelBrussels American ChapelBrussels American ChapelBrussels American Chapel
10 a.m.        Catholic Religious Education

JFC International ChapelJFC International ChapelJFC International ChapelJFC International ChapelJFC International Chapel

9 a.m.   Protestant Sunday School
10:15 a.m.          Catholic Religious Education

Men of the ChapelMen of the ChapelMen of the ChapelMen of the ChapelMen of the Chapel
SHAPE International ChapelSHAPE International ChapelSHAPE International ChapelSHAPE International ChapelSHAPE International Chapel
TuesdayTuesdayTuesdayTuesdayTuesday                                                                      Protestant
6:30 a.m.                        423-6020/065446020

Daumerie American ChapelDaumerie American ChapelDaumerie American ChapelDaumerie American ChapelDaumerie American Chapel
 Wednesday Wednesday Wednesday Wednesday Wednesday                                  Protestant
6:30 p.m.                       361-5575/068275575

Brussels American ChapelBrussels American ChapelBrussels American ChapelBrussels American ChapelBrussels American Chapel
2nd & 4th Sat. of the month    2nd & 4th Sat. of the month    2nd & 4th Sat. of the month    2nd & 4th Sat. of the month    2nd & 4th Sat. of the month    Protestant

8:30 a.m.           368-9677

Women of the ChapelWomen of the ChapelWomen of the ChapelWomen of the ChapelWomen of the Chapel
SHAPE International ChapelSHAPE International ChapelSHAPE International ChapelSHAPE International ChapelSHAPE International Chapel
Thursday                              Thursday                              Thursday                              Thursday                              Thursday                              Protestant
9:30 a.m.                       423-6020/065446020
Mon/ThurMon/ThurMon/ThurMon/ThurMon/Thur                                        Catholic
10 a.m.                                                            Bible Study
6 p.m.                                                             Dinner/Movie
                                      423-6019/065446019

Daumerie American ChapelDaumerie American ChapelDaumerie American ChapelDaumerie American ChapelDaumerie American Chapel
WednesdayWednesdayWednesdayWednesdayWednesday                                    Protestant
6:30 p.m.                       361-5575/068275575

Brussels American ChapelBrussels American ChapelBrussels American ChapelBrussels American ChapelBrussels American Chapel
ThursdayThursdayThursdayThursdayThursday                                       Protestant
9:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.                            368-9677
JFC International ChapelJFC International ChapelJFC International ChapelJFC International ChapelJFC International Chapel
Wednesday                Wednesday                Wednesday                Wednesday                Wednesday                               Protestant
9:30 a.m.                           364-2943

  Job Opportunities
  Miscellaneous
  Sports Equipment

SUBMIT VIA FAX TO USAG BUSAG BUSAG BUSAG BUSAG BENELUXENELUXENELUXENELUXENELUX     PUBLICPUBLICPUBLICPUBLICPUBLIC A A A A AFFAIRSFFAIRSFFAIRSFFAIRSFFAIRS

DSN: 361-5106 OR CIV: (0032) 068-27-5106
DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING CLASSIFIED ADS IS THE 10TH OF EACH MONTH

Miscellaneous

Autos for Sale
2004 Toyota Corolla, 2004 Toyota Corolla, 2004 Toyota Corolla, 2004 Toyota Corolla, 2004 Toyota Corolla, 2.0 liter diesel/5-
speed, 36,000km, always garaged, air con-
ditioning, European specs. Two years re-
maining on factory engine/drive train war-
ranty. Call 0473-97-0544.
2000 Dodge Neon2000 Dodge Neon2000 Dodge Neon2000 Dodge Neon2000 Dodge Neon, silver, exc. inside and
out, great running condition and very eco-
nomical, 133K miles, AC 5-speed manual, 4
door, all services done, $3,000 or best offer.
Call 065-355937. or 068-27-5422.
1993 Honda Concerto1993 Honda Concerto1993 Honda Concerto1993 Honda Concerto1993 Honda Concerto, 4-door hatch-
back, sunroof, PW/PS/PL, 145Km, very
clean, $2,500. Call 0496-975-924.

Help Wanted
SHAPE Healthcare FacilitySHAPE Healthcare FacilitySHAPE Healthcare FacilitySHAPE Healthcare FacilitySHAPE Healthcare Facility and Brus-Brus-Brus-Brus-Brus-

Cleaning - Cleaning - Cleaning - Cleaning - Cleaning - Belgian cleaning lady looking
to supplement cleaning jobs - mornings.
Also does ironing/pick-up and delivery. 9
Euro/hr. Call 068-275841 or 0479-575131.

sels Army Health Clinic sels Army Health Clinic sels Army Health Clinic sels Army Health Clinic sels Army Health Clinic are hiring in-
termittent/as needed
No. 1)  Registered Nurse positions.
No. 2) Optometrist position.
If interested, please contact Lt. Col. John
Merkle at DSN: 423-5841 or Commercial:
065-44-5841.
Andrews Federal Credit Union -Andrews Federal Credit Union -Andrews Federal Credit Union -Andrews Federal Credit Union -Andrews Federal Credit Union -
Member Service Representative and Teller
positions available at Chièvres Garrison
branch. Apply in person at Andrews Fed-
eral Credit Union.
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The Tri-Mission and US Army Garrison Brussels invite you to the 2008 

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION 
Saturday, July 5th, 3 p.m. — 11 p.m. 

Brussels American School (BAS)  

Red, White and Blues 

Live Blues Bands, Softball Tournament, 

Food, Fireworks, Fun for the whole family! 

Sponsored by: 

The U.S. Army does not express or imply any endorsement of sponsor, its products or services.  
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A joint message from the offices of USAG Benelux Public Affairs and SafetyA joint message from the offices of USAG Benelux Public Affairs and SafetyA joint message from the offices of USAG Benelux Public Affairs and SafetyA joint message from the offices of USAG Benelux Public Affairs and SafetyA joint message from the offices of USAG Benelux Public Affairs and Safety
A joint message from the offices of USAG Benelux Public Affairs and SafetyA joint message from the offices of USAG Benelux Public Affairs and SafetyA joint message from the offices of USAG Benelux Public Affairs and SafetyA joint message from the offices of USAG Benelux Public Affairs and SafetyA joint message from the offices of USAG Benelux Public Affairs and Safety

Swimming in the BeneluxSwimming in the Benelux

Rivers & lakes: Forbidden
Designated areas only with lifeguard

Coast:  Forbidden
Designated areas only with lifeguard

with green flag conditions

Swimming in the Benelux


